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HORordii  OF  AoriMXO'rox. 


HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

THE  MAYOPt,  Ex-Officio. 

Chairman:  Mr.  ALDERMAX  RAWSOX. 
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Chairman:  Mr.  COUNCILLOR  ARNETT. 
Vice-Chairman:  Mr.  COUNCILLOR  COCKER. 
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Mrs.  HEYS.  Mrs.  HOLDER. 

Miss  HIUHAM.  Mrs.  SMITH. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL 
AUTHORITY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health : 

•lOT-lN  I).  KERSHAW,  M.D.,  B.S.,  D.P.TI. 

Dei)uty  iMedical  Officer  of  Health  : 
•lOSEPH  T.  RROWN,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
(Resi^mcd  Septeinbei', 

MARIE  S.  SETHPIRLANI),  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
(Appointed  September,  1939). 

Sanitary  Inspector : 

JOHN  A.  HINDLE,  Cert. R. San. I.,  M.Inst.P.C., 
(Full-time  Officer). 

Additional  Sanitai-y  Inspectors : 
CLIFFORD  Cl’NLTFFE,  A.R.San.T.,  M.S.I.A., 

. (Full-time  Officer). 

JOHN  GREENWOOD,  A. R. San. I., 
(Full-time  Officer). 

Veterinary  Inspector : 

HAMILTON  BROWN  ALLEN,  M.R.C.V.S. 
(Part-time  Officer). 

Senior  Health  Visitor : 

Miss  C.  MUNRO.  (a),  (b). 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS.— Continued. 

Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses  (combined  posts): 

Miss  C.  GREENHALGH.  (a),  (b). 

Miss  M.  H.  McPherson,  (a),  (b). 

Miss  M.  M.  PEACOCK,  (a),  (b).  (c). 

(Resigned  September,  1939). 

Miss  R.  A.  HARTLEY,  (a),  (b).  (c). 

(Appointed  April.  1939). 

Miss  P.  P.  COUSIN,  (a),  (b).  (c). 

((Appointed  November,  1939). 

Matron  of  Municipal  Maternity  Home : 

Miss  0.  HEGINBOTHAM.  (a),  (b). 

Clerical  Staff ; 

Secretary  to  Medical  Officer  of  Health:  IMiss  E.  BTLSBORROW. 
Clerk:  MISS  B.  RILEY. 

Clerks,  Health  Department : 

JOHN  WALMSLEY,  Miss  M.  WH ALLEY. 
Cai-etakers,  Isolation  Hospital : Mr.  Mrs.  H.  MULHALL. 

(a)  Trained  Nurse. 

(b)  S.C.M.  Certificate. 

(c)  Health  Visitor’s  Certificate. 
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Public  Health  Ji)ci:)ai'tiiieut, 

Town  Hall, 

Accrington. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  / 

of  the  Borough  of  Accrington. 

iMr.  flavor,  Lady  and  Gentlernen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  niv  tiftli  Annual  Eeport 
on  the  health  of  the  Borough. 

The  Eeport  has  been  modified  in  accordance  with  the 
suggestions  and  recommendations  of  the  IMinistry  of  Health  and 
the  Board  of  Education  and  is  in  the  form  of  an  interim  report. 
Comment  is  reduced  to  a minimum  and  is,  as  usual,  assigned  to 
the  appropriate  sections  of  the  text.  It  must  not  he  assumed, 
however,  from  the  slenderness  of  the  report,  that  war  has  reduced 
the  services  to  a corresponding  skeleton.  Civil  Defence  work  has 
made  great  demands  on  the  time  and  eneigy  of  the  Department’s 
staff  and  other  war-time  developments  sucli  as  evacuation  and 
ff)od  control  have  complicated  our  task.  The  demands  of  the 
fighting  services  have  reduced  and  may  further  reduce  the  avail- 
ahle  staffs.  It  would  he  no  matter  for  surpi-ise  if  the  Health 
Services  had  dwindled,  but  the  Department  can  he  proud  of  the 
fact  that  except  where  official  instructions  to  the  contrary  have 
been  received  from  Government  De])artments,  every  peace-time 
activity  has  been  efficiently  continued.  This  has  not  been  done 
without  a very  considerable  sacrifice  of  time  and  personal  liberty 
and  convenience  on  the  part  of  eveiw  member  of  the  staff  and  f 
would  draw  your  attention  particularly  to  this  excellent  spirit  of 
self-sacrifice  to  the  national  cause. 

IMoreover,  it  has  been  found  |)ossible  to  inti-oduce  new 
services  and  still  others  are  contemplated.  This  is  as  it  should 
I'c.  ’I'he  (.V)unti'y  is.  through  no  fault  of  its  own,  making  total 
war.  Every  man,  woman  and  child,  in  khaki,  blue  or  dungarees. 
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from  tlie  octogenarian  to  the  new-born  baby,  is  in  the  battle-line 
and  the  baby’s  milk  is  as  important  a munition  of  war  as  the 
Bren  gun.  Anything  which  weakens  the  domestic  front  weakens 
the  military  front;  anything  which  contributes  to  the  health  and 
well-being  of  the  civilian  contributes  to  our  final  victory.  To 
economise  on  civilian  health  measures  is  not  praiseworthy  but 
foolhardy;  as  foolhardy  as  starving  the  guns. 

Equally,  to  win  the  war  is  useless  unless  we  are  also  capable 
of  winning  the  peace.  If  war  is  to  maim  and  destroy  the  present 
generation  our  hope  must  lie  in  the  next  generation.  If  the  man 
of  to-day  is  to  be  fit  to  die  for  his  country,  let  us  see  to  it  that 
the  man  of  to-morrow  is  fit  to  live  not  only  for  his  country,  but 
for  his  brave  new  world. 

This  is  tlie  time  to  remember  the  words  of  a poet  of  the  last 

war : — 

“If  you  break  faith  with  us  who  die 
We  shall  not  sleep 

Though  poppies  grow  in  Flanders  fields.” 

Once  we  have  broken  faith : let  us  not  do  it  again.  As  we 
march  with  solemn  purpose  through  the  darkness  of  the  war- 
clouds  let  us  not  lose  sight  of  the  dawn  that  is  to  be.  If  our 
journey  is  to  be  long  and  bitter  let  us  see  to  it  now  that  we  are 
well  prepared  for  the  journey’s  happier  end. 

I am,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  D.  KEIISHAW, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
School  Medical  Officer. 
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Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of 
the  Area. 

Area  (in  acres),  4,418. 

I’ujnilation  (census  lUiJl),  42,9S)1. 

liegisirar-Cieiieral's  Estimated  Po])ulatiou  (1089):  89,400. 
Number  of  inliabited  houses  (census  1981)  12,019. 

Number  of  inlial)ited  houses  (1989),  18,080. 

Ihitealde  value,  4’250,79G. 


8um  represented  l)v  a ])enny 

rate,  t975. 

Vital 

Statistics. 

Live  Births : — 

Total. 

Males. 

Females 

J..ep;itimate  

884 

192 

192 

Illegitimate  

15 

12 

8 

Total 

899 

204 

195 

Stillbirths 

20 

8 

12 

Deaths  

579 

278 

801 

The  Total  Number  of  Births,  Deaths,  Natural  Increase,  Decreases,  Infant  Deaths  and  Infant  Mortality 

for  the  past  fifteen  Years  are  as  follows : — 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  OF  ACCRINGTON  RESIDENTS 

DURING  1939. 

Males.  Females. 

1.  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers  — — 

2.  Measles  — — 

3.  Scarlet  fever  — — 

4.  Whooping  Cough  — 1 

5.  Diphtheria  2 1 

6.  Intluenza  2 2 

7.  Encephalitis  lethargica  — — 

8.  Cerebro-spinal  fever  — • 1 

9.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  7 5 

ID.  Other  tuberculosis  diseases  4 3 

11.  Syphihs  3 — 

12.  General  paralysis  of  the  insane,  tabes 

dorsalis  — 1 

13.  Cancer,  malignant  disease  26  55 

14.  Diabetes  3 4 

15.  Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc 16  23 

16.  Heart  disease  88  96 

17.  Aneurysm  1 — 

18.  Other  circulatory  diseases  16  14 

19.  Bronchitis  7 7 

20.  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  12  5 

21.  Other  respiratory  diseases  4 — 

22.  Peptic  ulcer  3 1 

23.  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years),  etc — — 

,,  (over  2 years)  — 1 

24.  Appendicitis  1 1 

25.  Cirrhosis  of  liver  — 1 

26.  Other  diseases  of  liyer,  etc 1 3 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases  5 8 

28.  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis  9 7 

29.  Puerperal  sepsis  — — 

30.  Other  puerperal  causes  — — 

31.  Congenital  debility,  premature  birth, 

malformations,  etc 4 8 

32.  Senility  21  12 
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Males.  Females. 

33.  Suicide  0 u 

34.  Other  violence  IH  ] 1 

35.  Other  defined  diseases  10  23 

36.  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  — — 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35  above) : — 

Smallpox  — — 

Polioencephalitis  — — 

Poliomyelitis  — — 

Totals *27S  301 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year : 

Total  lo  S 

Legitimate  0 0 

Illegitimate  1 2 

Live  Births ; — 

Total  -Jo-l  105 

Legitimate  102  102 

Illegitimate  12  3 

Stillbirths ; — 

Total  S 12 

Legitimate  7 11 

Illegitimate  1 1 


Population.  30.400. 
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TUBEECULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  the  year  1939. 


New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods 
Years. 

Pulmou 

ary. 

Non 

Pulinon 

ary . 

Pulmonary. 

Pu 

Non- 

!monary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F, 

0—1  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

• — 

1—7)  ... 

— 

— 

1 

5 



1 

— 

o — 10  ... 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— — 

— 

— 

10—17)  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

lo— 20  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 1 

— 

1 

2(^— 27)  ... 

•) 

3 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

25-417  ... 

— 

5 

1 

1 

2 1 

— 

• — 

37)— 47)  ... 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 1 

— 

— 

4o — 5.1  ... 

— 

1 

— 

3 

2 

1 

1 

55 — 65  ... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 — 

1 

— 

65  & over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

1 

• — 

4’otals... 

6 

11 

5 

16 

7 5 

4 

3 



V ^ 

^ ^ 

17  21  12 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

Hospitals. 

There  lias  been  no  change  iinrler  this  liearl.  During  the 
year  the  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  Board  was  formally  constituted 
and  the  site  for  the  hospital  was  decided  ipion.  Negotiations  for 
land  purchase  were  opened,  but  the  oiitlireak  of  war  caused  them 
to  be  suspended. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  opening  of  the  new  ^Municipal  Health  Centre  in  May. 
108f),  enabled  laboratory  services  to  be  undertaken  directly.  The 
work  of  the  laboratory  has  so  far  been  confined  to  swab  examina- 
tions, chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  water  supplies, 
bacteriological  examinations  of  milk  samples  and  minor  routine 
pathological  investigations.  Its  scope  will  be  increased  when 
circumstances  permit. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Infant  welfare,  school  and  ante-natal  clinics  are  now  held 
a*^  the  Health  Centre.  In  spite  of  adverse  circumstances  there 
has  been  a marked  increase  in  the  scope  of  these  services. 

Co-operation  with  Private  Practitioners. 

The  spirit  of  co-operation  between  the  Health  Services  and 
the  Piivate  Practitioners  has  been  well  maintained:  it  is.  in  fact, 
no  exaggeration  to  say  that  it  has  been  increased.  The  generous 
help  of  the  practitioners  in  such  matters  as  the  examination  of 
evacuated  school  children  and  in  matters  arising  out  of  civil 
defence  has  made  it  possible  to  deal  with  emergency  work  quickl 
and  effectively  and  every  effort  has  been  made  to  provide  assist- 
ance for  the  practitioners  in  difficulties  which  have  faced  them. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  as  the  war  progresses  the  gap 
between  private  and  state  medicine  will  narrow  and  that,  apart 
from  any  formal  schemes  for  co-ordination,  unofficial  and 
improvised  schemes  of  co-operation  will  have  to  be  put  into 
force.  I have  no  reason  to  fear  .any  difficulty  in  the  oiieration  of 
such  emergency  schemes. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


Water  Supply. 

Tliore  linve  been  no  material  alterations  in  the  sources  of 
water  supply.  Before  the  outbreak  of  war  the  Gas  and  Water 
Board  was  exploring  the  possibility  of  drawing  on  other  sources 
of  soft  water  in  order  to  minimise  the  inconvenience  arising  from 
the  intermittent  hardness  of  the  Altham  and  Buridey  Eoad  mixed 
supply,  and  since  then  plans  have  been  made  for  supplementing 
the  existing  su])ply  by  sinking  a new  hore-liole  at  Altham.  The 
new  l)ore-liole  should  he  in  service  early  in  1941. 

Botli  chemically  and  bacteriologically  the  supply  has 
maintained  a satisfactory  level  during  the  period  under  review. 
During  the  change  from  open  sand  to  pressure  filtration  at  the 
(ireat  Harwood  station  the  Dean  Clough  su])ply  was,  for  a short 
time,  somewliat  unsatisfactory,  B.  Coli  being  present  in  10  c.c., 
1/Ut  this  faidt  disap]>eared  as  the  new  filters  came  into  operation. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

Three  concerns,  two  within  the  borough  and  one  just  outside 
the  boundary,  have  given  rise  to  nuisance  by  the  emission  of 
smoke  and  other  effluvia  during  the  year.  In  the  cases  within  the 
borough  improvement  was  effected. 

It  is  here  pertinent  to  record  that,  since  1939,  the  depart- 
ment’s smoke  abatement  work  has,  by  official  instruction, 
been  suspended  and,  in  place  of  it,  the  encouragement  of  smoke 
production  has  been  instituted  as  a defence  measure. 
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Effect  of  War  Conditions  on 
General  Health. 

For  even  a war-time  Interim  Report  to  ignore  the  effect 
of  the  War  on  health  would  be  carrying  the  traditional  attitude 
of  the  ostrich  to  absurd  excess.  And,  since  this  report  is 
written  late  in  1940,  it  is  equally  absuixl  to  confine  comment 
exclusively  to  the  four  war  months  of  1939.  I propose,  therefore, 
to  insert  here  a brief  survey  of  the  wai'’s  effects  upon  what  may 
be  looked  upon  as  a typical  provincial  manufacturing  town. 

1,  General  Health, 

The  immediate  effect  of  the  war  was  to  produce,  if  any- 
thing, an  improvement  in  health.  Undoubtedly  the  unusually 
fine  weather  of  the  autumn  of  1939  played  a part  in  this,  but 
tliere  were  other  factors  directly  arising  from  the  war  itself.  An 
immediate  increase  in  employment  in  the  town’s  main  industries 
improved  the  economic  circumstances  of  the  working  classes  and 
the  general  level  of  nvitrition  began  to  rise.  The  sliarp  drop  in 
the  number  of  school  children  and  infants  eligible  for  free  meals 
and  milk  was  very  noticeable.  Further,  the  tonic  effect  of  an 
absorbing  new  interest  and  the  occupation  of  people's  spare  time 
produced  a state  of  affairs  in  which,  to  quote  a local  practitioner’s 
pithy  phrase,  “people  had  no  time  to  be  ill.’’ 

From  this  desirable  state  of  affairs  there  was  a noticeable 
reaction  in  the  latter  part  of  tlie  winter,  but,  even  so,  in  view  of 
the  exceptionally  severe  weather  of  .January  and  February,  the 
jtosition  was  surprisingly  satisfactory. 

2.  Infectious  Disease. 

The  influx  of  some  2,000  children  from  S.dford  under  the 
evacuation  scheme  gave  rise  to  speculation  in  regard  to  the 
probabality  of  epidemics.  The  condition  of  the  evacuees  on  arrival 
was  better  than  that  of  the  evacuees  in  many  areas  and  the 
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inspection  of  all  children  on  iirrival  enabled  two  cases  of  diphtheria 
to  be  promptly  isolated  and  probably  prevented  an  outbreak  of 
that  disease. 

An  epidemic  of  measles  was  to  be  expected  during  the 
winter  in  Salford  and  two  possibilities  arose;  eithei’  that  the 
presence  of  the  Salford  children  would  preci])itate  an  epidemic 
among  the  susceptible  population  of  Accrington  or  that  the 
dilution  (if  the  S.dford  children  by  their  mixing  with  the  Accrington 
population  would  prevent  any  epidemic.  The  bi’eakdowu  of  the 
scheme  and  the  rapid  return  to  their  homes  of  the  evacuees 
prevented  any  satisfactory  test  of  the  rival  theoiies.  The  fact, 
however,  that  Accrington,  in  common  with  most  other  areas, 
experienced  no  epidemic  until  after  some  00%  of  the  evacuees 
had  returned,  suggests  tliat  the  “dilution”  hypothesis  was  correct. 

The  late  spring,  however,  did  bring  the  most  wide-spread 
epidemic  of  measles  that  the  t(jwn  has  known  for  many  years. 
Some  ’200  cases  were  notified  during  April,  J\lay  and  June,  and 
school  notification  and  other  sources  of  .information  suggest  that 
the  true  number  of  cases  of  the  disease  during  that  i)ei'iod  was 
probably  in  the  region  of  50(1.  The  disease  was  of  a mild  type. 
No  fatalities  occurred  and  only  one  case  of  bi'oncho-pneumonia 
severe  enough  to  demand  hos|)it.il  treatment  was  discovered. 

The  incidence  of  other  infectious  diseases  was,  in  spite  of 
all  adverse  circumstances,  lower  than  for  some  years.  The  low 
incidence  of  di|)htheria  may,  in  fact,  show  a reflection  of  the 
effect  of  the  immunisation  scheme,  but  is  probably  more  likely 
to  be  due  to  the  higher  level  of  natural  immunity  which  has 
resulted  from  the  more  severe  ej)idemics  of  the  winters  of  19(36-37 
and  1937-38.  'I’he  total  numl)ei’  of  cases  of  diplitheria  in  1939, 
42,  included  4 evacuees,  the  net  totid  of  38  being  the  lowest  in 
the  Horough  since  193.3.  'I'lie  first  six  months  of  1940  produced 
only  10  cases  of  diphtheria. 
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Scarlet  Fever  in  1939,  witli  43  cases,  showed  little  chan<:e 
in  incidence  from  the  previous  foiii’  years,  and  thei’e  was  no  jiole- 
woi'thy  variation  in  respect  of  any  other  infectious  disease. 

3 Mental  Health. 

Physical  health  is  useless  unless  mental  health  is 
adequately  maintained.  In  ])eace  time  there  is  a tendency  for 
mental  health  to  be  ovei’looked  but  in  war  time,  under  the  ma^neal 
new  name  of  “morale,”  it  is  glibly  discussed  by  the  man  in  tiie 
street,  often  without  full  realisation  of  its  significance. 

The  psychology  of  the  Lancashire  man  is  a very  stable 
thing.  His  reluctance  to  discard  an  old  idea  in  favour  of  a new 
is  open  to  criticism  in  peace-time,  but  in  war  it  is  often  an  un- 
doubted asset.  While  he  is,  perhaps,  not  quickly  adaptable  he 
is  naturally  slow  to  panic  and  the  waves  of  mental  exhilaration 
and  depi’ession  which  have  been  noted  in  some  parts  of  the 
country  have  been  conspicuously  absent  in  this  area. 

At  the  same  time  signs  of  psychological  strain  have  not 
been  lacking.  They  have,  in  general,  taken  the  form  ■.  f 
irritability  and  minor  lapses  of  memory,  and  the  consequences 
have  not  been  of  great  moment.  There  is,  however,  no  doubt 
that,  as  a result  people  have,  in  the  words  of  one  observer,  "been 
more  difficult  to  deal  with.”  There  has  been  no  sign  of  any 
inci-ease  in  crime,  an.v  increase  in  drunkenne.ss  beyond  what  might 
have  been  expected  to  follow  increased  jirosperity,  or  any  marked 
fall  in  moi'al  standards. 

Kather  more  marked  effects  have,  however,  been  observable 
in  children.  No  doubt  this  is  pai'tly  due  to  the  increased  hours 
of  woi'k  of  tile  fathers,  or  their  total  absence  on  active  service 
and,  in  many  cases,  to  the  fact  that  their  mothers  also  are  work- 
ing. At  the  same  time  the  general  atmosjihere  of  war-time 
a.bnormulity  has  affected  the  sirscejitible  child  mind  and  the  black- 
out has  reduced  the  normal  o])port unities  for  the  release  of  the 
cliild  s energy  aftt'r  school  hours.  Si'ver.il  headmasters  have 
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reported  tliat  there  have  been  signs  of  unusual  lack  of  concentra- 
tion on  school  work,  especially  during  the  winter  and  vai’ious 
manifestations  of  “nervousness”  are  becoming  more  common. 

While  child  guidance  facilities  for  the  area,  which  will  be 
in  operation  in  1941,  will  assist  in  the  solving  of  juvenile  problems, 
prevention  rem-uns  better  than  cure,  especially  where  adults  are 
concerned,  and  iitteiition  must  be  ]>aid  to  this  side  of  the  country's 
well-being.  Admittedly,  all  must  make  sacrifices  for  the  good 
of  the  national  cause  and  admittedly  some  of  the  actual  or  potential 
causes  of  mental  depression  may  seem  almost  trivial,  but  it  is  by 
the  cumulation  of  minor  troubles  that  major  difficulties  are  often 
brought  about. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 


L.  Meat. 

The  centi'iilisaliuii  of  meat  handling  foi’  the  area  at  tlie 
Muuicipal  Abattoir,  under  tlie  iNIinistry  of  Food’s  meat  distribution 
scheme,  lias  made  the  task  of  the  meat  inspector  lieavier.  but  lias 
undoubtedly  benefited  the  consumers  of  both  the  Borough  and 
the  surrounding  districts.  Methods  of  supervision  and  inspection 
have  been  adapted  to  tlie  new  conditions  without  serious 
difficulty. 

•i.  Milk. 

During  1939,  with  the  newly  available  laboratory  facilities  at 
the  Municipal  Health  Centre,  an  attempt  was  begun  to  keeji  a 
closer  check  on  milk  from  the  bacteriological  standpoint.  Under 
the  scheme  samples  of  milk  fi'om  local  producer-retailers  were 
to  be  subjected  to  the  methylene  blue  reductase  test  and  the 
inspection  of  the  dairies  co-ordinated  with  the  results  of  the  tests. 
The  more  progressive  farmers  were  beginning  to  take  an  active 
interest  in  the  scheme,  which  was  just  coming  into  operation 
as  war  broke  out.  Unfoi’tiinately  the  demands  of  other  work  on 
the  time  of  the  staff  and  the  loss  of  members  of  the  staff  to  H.M. 
Foi'ces  made  the  regular  collection  of  samples  impossible  and  the 
scheme  had  to  be  suspended.  There  is.  however,  reason  to  believe 
that  there  is  an  increased  spirit  of  co-operation  among  the  loc.d 
fai'iners  and  when  the  scheme  is  resumed  it  is  likely  to  have  good 
results. 

It  cannot  be  too  strongly  sti-e.ssed  that  the  Sanitary 
fnspector,  when  visiting  a farm,  is  on  much  sounder  ground  and 
V ill  have  a stronger  claim  to  the  farmer's  attention  if  he  is  able 
to  show  that  the  milk  supplied  by  the  farm  is  definitely  below  i 
certain  standard.  Admittedly,  in  the  case  of  the  un-designated 
jiiilks  which  are  produced  by  the  majority  of  farms  in  the  district, 
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sucli  bacteriologiciil  examination  has  only  informal  value,  but 
even  so  it  ap])eared,  in  the  sliort  period  during  wliich  it  was  in 
operation,  to  be  likely  to  be  justified  by  results. 

H.  Other  Foods. 

Rationing  and  restriction  of  consumption  by  otlier  methods, 
have  had  and  ai-e  having  little  effect  on  this  work.  Handling 
has  never  been  really  unsatisfactory,  excc])t  foi-  some  of  the 
smaller  shoi)s,  and  adulteration  of  foodstuffs  has  not  been  in  any 
degree  prevalent. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 


The  fall  in  the  birth-rate  is  partly  responsible  for  the  rise 
in  the  Infant  Mortality  rate,  and  on  such  a comparatively  small 
number  of  births  changes  in  the  rate  in  a single  year  are  of  littlu 
significance.  It  is  only  from  the  general  tendency  of  the  Infant 
Mortality  rate  over  a number  of  years  that  conclusions  can  fairly 
be  drawn. 

All  clinic  facilities  remained  available  after  the  outbreak 
of  war  and  an  attempt  to  reduce  the  size  of  the  afternoon  welfare 
clinics  by  arranging  for  morning  weighing  sessions  was  showin" 
some  success  by  the  end  of  the  year.  In  the  new  clinic  premises 
it  is  possible  to  deal  more  efficiently  and  expeditiously  with  the 
patients  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  much  wastage  of  time  and 
energy  has  been  eliminated. 

Comment  has  been  made  elsewhere  upon  the  apparent 
improvement  in  nutrition  which  has  followed  war-time  prosperity 
in  local  industry.  As  a set-off  against  this,  it  must  be  remembered 
that  upon  the  calling  up  of  a breadwinner  for  service  in  His 
Majesty’s  Forces  his  dependants’  financial  circumstances  often 
immediately  change  for  the  worse.  Moreover,  the  inevitable  ris-’ 
in  prices  will  ultimately  diminish  the  real  incomes  of  persons  whose 
apparent  incomes  are  stable.  While  no  real  need  has  so  far  arisen 
for  tlie  establishment  of  arrangements  for  communal  feeding, 
these  will  need  to  be  kept  constantly  under  consideration,  and 
regular  periodical  reconsideration  of  the  income  scales  for  tlie 
supply  of  free  and  assisted  foods  and  food  supplements  will  also 
he  required. 
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Public  Health  and  Cleansing  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Accrington- 


To  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the 
Town  Council. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  information  my 
Thirteenth  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  Sanitary  Inspection 
and  Public  Cleansing,  the  former  for  the  Calendar  Year  19-39,  and 
the  latter  for  the  financial  year  which  ended  on  31st  March.  194t). 

HOUSING  ACTS. 

The  outbreak  of  war  curtailed  the  Department’s  routine 
activities  in  connection  with  the  reconditioning  of  individual  unfit 
houses  under  Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  Whereas  some 
250  houses  have  been  inspected  annually  for  some  veal's,  it  was 
only  possible  to  inspect  123  during  1939,  although  we  restated  to 
the  remedying  of  important  defects  under  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  to  a greater  degree  than  formerly,  in  order  to  save  the  time 
which  inspection  under  the  Housing  Acts  entails.  Of  the  123 
houses  dealt  with,  52  were  reconditioned  as  a result  of  formal 
action,  70  by  informal  action,  and  in  one  instance  a house  over 
an  entry  was  closed  by  agreement  with  the  owner  concerned. 

Unfortunately  hostilities  brought  a temporary  cessation  to 
the  Corporation’s  Second  Shun  Clearance  Programme  after  a year 
which  augured  well  for  the  future. 

One  Official  Representation  for  a proposed  Clearance  Area, 
two  Clearance  Orders  and  three  t^ompulsory  Purchase  Orders, 
comprising  76  bouses  in  all,  were  made  during  the  year  under 
review.  A Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry  was  held  on  the  obiection  of 
the  owner  of  four  of  the  five  Orders.  Details  of  these  projiei'ties 
are  as  follow  : — 
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I’l'oposed  Clearance  Area  coin])rising  4 dwellinghouses,  1 
garage  and  1 worksliop  witli  outbuildings,  and  housing 
15  persons. 

Horougli  of  Accrington  (Davy  Street)  Clearance  Order, 
1039,  coinjn-ising  2S)  dwellinghouses,  2 shops,  3 ware- 
houses with  outbuildings,  and  housing  48  persons. 

Borough  of  Accrington  (Fern  (lore)  Clearance  Order,  1030, 
comprising  3 dwelling-houses  with  outbuildings,  and 
housing  6 persons. 

Borough  of  Accrington  (Manchester  Hoad  No.  1)  Compulsory 
I’urchase  Order,  1030,  coui))rising  14  dwellinghouses  with 
outbuildings,  and  housing  35  persons. 

Borough  of  Accrington  (Back  Lane)  Compulsory  Purchase 
Order,  1039,  com])rising  14  dwellinghouses,  1 garage  with 
outbuildings,  and  housing  30  persons. 

Borough  of  Accrington  (Manchester  Boad  No.  2)  tlompulsory 
Purchase  Order,  1930,  comprising  13  dwellinghouses 
with  outbuildings,  and  housing  46  persons. 

LEGISLATION. 

The  Food  and  Dings  Act,  1038,  came  into  force  on  1st 
October,  1030,  and  there  has  been  little  time  in  the  year  under 
review  to  appreciate  the  improvements  or  realise  any  difficulties 
in  its  aj)j)lication.  The  Act  should  be  a boon,  however,  as  Food 
law  in  common  with  Public  Health  law  in  general,  gave  rise  in 
the  past  to  what  one  writer  has  called  ‘administrative  indigestion.’ 
Amongst  the  many  important  subjects  covered  by  the  Act  are 
composition  of  food  and  dings;  musound  food;  precautions  against 
contamination;  food  poisoning;  milk  and  dairies;  slaughterhouses, 
and  ice  cream,  etc.,  which  called  for  the  consolidation  of  enact- 
ments dating  back  to  the  16th  century. 

Sections  115  and  116  of  the  Lancashiie  County  Council  (Bivers 
Board  aiul  (leneral  Powers)  Act,  1038,  enabled  us  in  April  to 
register  bawkers  of  meat,  fish,  fruit  and  vegetables,  and  to  register 
])remises  used  in  connection  with  the  sale  of  ice  cream  or  (ireserved 
food,  and  accordingly  insju'ctions  were  made  during  the  year  of 
these  premises. 


24 

SUMMARY  OF  PREMISES  INSPECTED  AND 
RE-INSPECTED. 


Visits  in  connection  witli  l)\vellinfi;!ionseK.  lUHU. 

Waste  Water  Closet  Conversi(ais  Titci 

Defective,  Blocked,  and  re-laid  Drains  282 

Defective  Eaves  t hitters,  etc o-'i 

Offensive  Smells  <1 

Accumnlations  of  Offensive  Matter  10 

Dampness  in  Houses  

Pail  Conversions  

Water  in  Cellars  ^10 

Dirty  and  Verminous  Houses  3H0 

Visits  and  lie-visits  under  Housing  and  Public 

Health  Acts  relative  to  Housing  Conditions....  1161 

Refuse  Accommodation  282 

Water  Supplies  7<i 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  S.ll 

Infectious  Diseases  Tin 

Miscellaneous  Xuisances  .308 

Slum  Clearance  Proposals  38,1 

Visits  to  other  premises,  etc.  : 

Visits  to  Slaughter-houses  and  Food  Premises,  including 

Markets  1018 

Visits  to  Offensive  Trades  Ts 

Visits  in  connection  with  Smoke  Xuisance  In 

Visits  in  connection  with  the  administration  of  Food  and 

Drugs  Act  140 

Visits  in  connection  with  the  Bacterial  Examination  of 

IM  ilk  M3 


Visits  to  Factoi'ies  and  Workshoiis  2U0 

,,  ,.  Common  Bodging  llou.srs  B).! 

,,  ..  Farms  and  Dairies  1,1] 


,,  ,,  Elementary  Schools  (id 

,,  ,,  Public  Frinals  

,,  ,,  Petroleum  Storages  .IS 

Visits:  Swine  Fever  and  Boot  and  .Mouth  Disease  2 

Visits  in  connection  with  .Vir  Raid  Precautions  .341 
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Sanitary  Improvements  made  and  Defects  discovered  under 
the  Public  Health  and  Accrington  Corporation  Acts. 

Internal. 

Dwellinghouses. 

Wall  plastt'i’  |•L'])ail•e(l  2 

(ilazed  eartliemvaiv  sinks  ])rovide(l  in  lieu  ot  defective 

stone  ones  d 

Waste  pipes  re])aired  or  i-enewed  22 

Dampness  remedied  7 

Fireplaces  and  dues  rejjaired  2 

Improvement  in  water  service  su])ply  0 

External. 

Hoofs  repaired  1.2 

Eaves  gutters  repaired  4 

Chimney  stack  repaired  1 

Rain  water  pipes  repaiied  50 

Yard  flagging  repaired  125 

Drains  rei)aired  140 

W.C.  doors  re])aired  or  renewed  51 

W.C.  door  furnishings  rejniii-ed  or  renewed  70 

W.C.  door  casings  repaired  or  I'enewcd 71 

W .C.  walls  rebuilt  50 

W.C.  I'oofs  rendered  weatherproof  20 

W.C.  Hushing  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  2 

New'  ashes  hitis  provided  200 

Miscellaneous. 

Source  of  offensive  smells  hjcated  and  defects  remedied...  71 

Accumuhitions  of  offensive  matter  ri.’inoved  10 

Miscellaneous  defects  remedicfl  4S 

Premises  freed  from  lats  70 


1,0H7 


In  ;idditi(jn  1 .055  pivmises  luid  l)locked  drains  .iltended  to. 
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Notices  Served. 

1939. 


Form  of  Notice : 

Intimation  ( Pi'climinarv)  279 

Statutory  170 
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Improvements  effected  under  the  HOUSING-  ACTS. 


Internal. 

Dwellinghouses. 

Window  coi'ds  renewed  65 

Old  windows  repaired  , 317 

New  windows  provided  198 

Doors  and  door  casings  repaii-ed  or  renewed  253 

Boarded  floors  repaired  95 

Skii’tiug  boards  repaired  11 

Flagged  floors  rej)aired  174 

New  fire  ranges  pi'ovided  38 

Fii-e  ranges  repaii'ed  149 

Ceiling  ])Iaster  I'epaired  211 

Wall  plaster  repaii-ed  257 

llaining  in  remedied  76 

Dampness  remedied  1(K» 

Staircases  repaired  44 

Handrails  provided  81 

Cellars  steps  re])aired  5 

(Hazed  earthenware  sinks  provided  in  lion  of  defective 

stone  ones  69 

Waste  pipes  rejiaired  or  renewed  22 

Washing  coppers  ]>rovided  29 

Jnsiiftieient  ventilation  remedied  53 

liisnflleient  light  rcmiedied  12 

Inadetpiate  water  supply  remedied  1 
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External. 


Roofs  repiiired  91 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  60 

Eaves  "utters  overliauled  or  renewed  73 

Rain  water  pipes  repaired  50 

Walls  pointed  or  cement  rendered  107 

Worn  door  steps  reconstructed  34 

F.W.C.  installations  repaired  35 

Drains  repaired  19 

Yard  flagging  repaired  92 

Coalplace,  W.C.  and  bin  shed  structures  reconditioned.  40 

Party  yard  walls  reconstructed  25 

Miscellaneous  defects  remedied  20 


2,906 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  number  of  waste  water  closets  was  further  reduced  during 
the  year,  230  having  been  converted  to  the  fresli  water  bushed 
type . 

The  various  types  now  in  use  in  the  Borough  (including 
H uncoat)  are  as  follow: — Fresh  water,  6,439;  waste  wate)', 
6.800;  and  98  pails. 

Pail  conversions  are  carried  out  under  tlie  Accrington 
Corporation  .\ct,  1905.  the  Council  contributing  ap])roxiniately 
one-lialf  the  cost  of  such  convei'sions.  Waste  water  closet 
conversions  are  carried  out  under  the  Accrington  Corpoiation 
-Vet,  1905.  as  amended  by  the  Ministry  of  Healtli  Provisional 
Orders  ConHrrnation  (Accrington)  Act,  1930. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND  DISINFECTION. 

The  work  of  visiting  cases  of  infections  disease,  and  the 
carrying  out  of  disinfection  of  infected  articles  and  premises,  are 
in  the  hands  of  the  caretaker  of  llie  Smalljiox  Hospital.  71o  visits 


were  paid. 

Disinfections.  1939. 

Houses  101 

Library  books  9.5 

Beds  1.58 

Pillows  298 

Bolsters  70 

Eiderdowns  78 

Blankets  232 

Quilts  148 

Covei's 11 

Articles  of  clothing  514 

Cushions  3 

Sheets  227 

Miscellaneous  articles  30 


1.864 


STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM  AND  CARBIDE. 

58  visits  have  l)een  paid  to  ])remises  where  petroleum  and 
carbide  are  stored. 

Licences  have  been  issued  as  follow: 


To  store  Petroleum  74 

To  store  Carbide  6 


DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

The  number  of  cowkeepers  in  the  Borough  is  48.  there  being 
71  cowsheds  with  accommodation  for  approximately  700  animals. 

During  the  year  under  review  further  improvements  to 
luemises  were  effected. 

Graded  Milk. 

44  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  under  the  Milk 
(Special  Designations)  Orders,  10.36  and  1038.  this  total  being 
comprised  as  follovys  ; — 
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Tliree  licences  to  sell  “Tuberculin  Tested”  Milk. 

One  supplenicntarv  licence  to  sell  “Tuberculin  Tested” 
Milk. 

Four  supploinentiirv  licences  to  sell  “Accredited”  Milk. 

One  licence  to  ])asteurise  milk. 

Thirty-four  licences  to  sell  “Pasteurised”  Milk. 

One  suppleiuentarv  licence  to  sell  “Pasteurised”  Milk. 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Strict  control  was  exercised  over  the  two  registered  slaughter- 
houses and  the  Public  Abattoirs  during  the  year,  and  all  animals 
slaughtered  were  subject  to  inspection  by  the  Meat  Inspectors. 
One  of  the  two  private  slaughterhouses  terminated  its  tenancy  in 
July,  leaving  one  ju'ivate  slaughterhouse  in  use,  in  which  pigs  only 
ate  sliuightered.  in  circum.stances  which  afforded  no  difficulty  in 
their  inspection. 

The  total  number  of  food  aniimtls  slaughtered  at  the  public 
and  private  slaughterhouses  are  set  out  below: — 


Public 

Private 

•\battoirs. 

Slaughterhouses. 

Total . 

Cattle  (excluding  cows)  .. 

2,218 

184 

2,402 

Cows  

956 

30 

986 

Calves  

364 

3 

367 

ISheep  and  lambs  

42,934 

1,085 

44,019 

Tifts  

1,076 

693 

1,769 

47,548 

1,995 

49,543 

The  totiil  weight  of  moat  and  offiil  condemned  for  Tuberculosis 
was  18  tons.  10  cwls.,  2 qrs.,  and  for  diseases  other  than 
Tuberculosis  2 tons,  4 cwts.,  1 qr.,  a total  of  20  tons,  14  cwts., 
B qrs..  coiriptired  with  12  tons,  5 cwts.,  3 qrs.,  in  1938.  In  no 
instance  was  it  found  necessary  to  resort  to  the  formal  seizure  of 
diseased  meat,  all  being  surrendered  voluntarily. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  13  lbs  of  Ox  Tongue,  18  lbs.  of 
Oornod  Beef,  17  Boats  (483  lbs.)  of  Canary  Tomatoes,  2 boxes  of 
Plaice,  o lbs.  of  frozen  Lain!)  Livers,  and  40  Rabbits  (100  Ibs.h 
'1  he  total  numl)er  of  visits  paid  to  slaughterhouses  and  food 
premises,  including  markets,  was  1,618. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

Below  is  a Return  of  all  samples  of  food  and  drugs  aiiidysed 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  19.B8.  during  llu; 
year  ended  31st  December,  1939. 


Article  of  food 

1939. 

Number 

Number 

Percentage  of 

or  drug. 

analysed. 

adulterated. 

adulteration. 

Milk  

55 

3 

5.4 

Butter  

4 

— 

— 

Meat  and/or  fish  pastes. 

4 

— 

— 

Sugar  

1 

— 

— 

Sausage  

5 

1 

20.0 

Chicken  and  ham  roll  ... 

2 

— 

— 

Margarine  

3 

— 

— 

Dried  fruit  

1 

— 

— 

Vinegar  

1 

— 

— 

Chocolates  

1 

— 

— 

Canned  vegetables  

4 

— 

— 

Jam  

2 

— 

— 

Cheese  

2 



— 

Sweets  

2 

— 

— 

Potted  meat  

2 

— 

— 

Condensed  milk  

2 

— 

— 

Honey  

1 

— 

— 

Lemon  Cheese  

1 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous  groceries.. 

9 

— 



Household  drugs  

2 

— 

— 

Canned  fruit  

2 

— 



Coffee  

4 





no  .4  3.6 


The  quality  of  the  Borough’s  milk  supply  as  indicated  in 
the  55  samples  analysed  during  the  year,  was  very  satisfactory 
evidenced  by  the  following  quarterly  returns  made  by  the  Public 
Analyst : — 
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(Quarter  ended.  Milk  Fat.  Xmi- Fatty-Solids.  No.  of  Samples. 


31st 

March.  1030 

3.0% 

S.8% 

12 

30th 

.June,  1030 

3.3% 

8.9% 

19 

30  th 

Sept. 

, 1030 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

.“.1st 

Dec. . 

1030 

4.0% 

9.1% 

24 

It  will  1)0  observed  that  3 samples  of  milk,  and  one  of  sausage 
were  found  not  to  conform  with  the  requii'ements.  hut  no  case 
Warranted  formal  ])roceedings  being  taken,  and  suitable  informal 
action  was  initiated  in  each  instance.  'I’lie  natui'e  of  the 
contiaveiitions  were  as  follow: — 

(a).  Milk. 

Two  samples  of  milk  delicient  in  fat  to  the  extent  of  5%  and 
1.')%  respectively  wei'e  obtained  fi’oni  the  same  farmer,  and  the 
subsequent  “api)eal  to  cow”  sample  was  found  to  contain  the 
hare  limit  of  milk  fat  (i.e.  3%)  ju'escrihed  l)y  the  Sale  of  Milk 
Regulations.  lt)3‘,).  Advice  was  given  to  the  fannei'  on  more 
suitable  feeds,  and  later  samples  analysed  dui'ing  the  year 
indic.ited  th.at  the  supply  of  milk  in  qnestitai  was  then  of 
sjitisfactoi-y  (juality. 

A sample  of  milk  fi-om  anothei'  faiiuer  showed  a deficiency 
in  fat  to  the  extent  of  4%,  and  a slight  deficiency  in  non-fatty 
solids,  hut  the  result  of  the  Hoi'tvet  (freezing)  test  did  not  support 
the  view  that  this  could  he  ascribed  to  the  jnesencc  of  extianeous 
water.  This  sample  of  milk  was  taken  aftei-  the  held  in  (juestion 
had  l)ut  recently  been  turned  out  to  grass,  a proceeding  which 
could  have  accounted  for  the  deficiencies. 

(h).  Sausage. 

.\  sample  of  sausages  contained  2(1.“)  parts  per  million  of 
nndechired  Sulphur  Dioxide  prescirvative,  contrary  to  the  Public 
Health  (Preservatives,  etc.  in  Food)  llegnlat ions,  1027. 

FACTOEIES  ACT,  1937. 

.Vt  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  lOh  factories  with  mechanical 
[lower.  (II  without  mechanical  power  and  (ifty-tive  bakehouses 
entered  on  the  rcgistei’.  20'.)  visits  lieing  |)aid  in  connection  with 
their  conduct.  In  14  instances  it  was  found  necessary  to  call 
the  attention  of  occupiers  or  owneis  to  sanitary  defects  or 
nuisances,  a remedy  being  a[)plii‘d  in  every  instance  without 
resorting  to  formal  action. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 
Including  inspections  made  l>y  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


.\unit>er  of 

Premises. 

(1) 

lii<;pections. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

Owupiers 

prosecuted. 

'4. 

Factories  with  mechanical  power.. 

86 

4 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 
♦Other  Premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of  building  and 
engineering  construction  but  not 

123 

10 

including  outworkers’  premises) 

♦Electrical  Stations  should  be 
reckoned  as  factories. 

Totals 

209 

14 

2.  DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects 

c 

V- 

Particulars. 

c 

ij 

X 'C  C - r 
S .»■»  — 

.fcr  I 

c — > 

(D 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 
Overcrowding  (S.2)  

2 

2 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  

4 

4 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

iiisuflicient 

1 

1 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

unsuitable  or 
defective 
not  separate 

7 

7 

[ for  sexes 

Other  offences  

(Not  including  offences  realting  to 
Home  Work  or  offences  under  tlie 
Sections  mentioned  in  the  Scliedulc  to 
the  Ministry  of  Health 
Workshops  Transfer  of  Powers)  Order. 
1921,  and  re-enacted  in  the  Tliird 
Schedule  to  the  Factories  Act.  1937). 

Totals 

14 

14 
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CLEANSING  SERVICES. 


Collection  and  Disposal  of  Household  Refuse; 
Street  Cleansing;  Gully  Cleansing; 

Snow  Removal,  Etc. 

Year  Ending  March  31st,  1940. 

Refuse  dealt  vvitli : — 


House  and  Shop  Refuse 

T.  C.  q. 

Horses  .\cci  ingtoii  2693  11  0 

H uncoat  (to  tips)  466  0 0 

Motors  4136  IH  1 


Total  of  Domestic  Refuse  Yield 7296  9 I 

Clinker  from  Schools,  etc. 


T. 

c. 

9- 

Accrington  onl,\  Horses 

73.S 

0 

0 

Motors 

9 

(1 

0 

747 

0 

0 

8043 

<) 

1 

Market  Refuse 

T. 

c. 

q- 

Horses  

279 

11 

3 

Motors  

113 

6 

2 

392 

18 

1 

Fish  and  Trade  Refuse  from  Shops 

T. 

c. 

q- 

Horses  

249 

9 

0 

Motors  

211 

If) 

3 

Miscellaneous  

127 

14 

3 

X 

X 

19 

2 

Total  uciglit  of 

Refuse  co 

llected 

902,7 

7 

0 

Refuse  taken  to 

til)S  . 

1213 

0 

0 

Refuse  dealt  with  at  Disposal 

Wor 

ks 

7812 

r~ 

1 

(1 

B4 


COLLECTION. 


The  weight  of  refuse  collected  continues  to  decrease  eacii 
year,  1988  89  sliowing  a drop  of  approximately  ;w0  tons  in 
coin])arison  with  the  ])revious  twelve  months.  This  reduction  in 
tonnage  does  not  show  a comjjcnsatory  decrease  in  nett  cost,  as 
the  physical  nature  of  the  i-efuse  l)ecomes  increasingly  bulkier, 
and  the  erection  of  new  houses  entails  longer  carries;  hut  whilst 
the  cost  per  ton  increases,  the  cost  ))ei-  1,000  premises  has  remained 
remarkably  constant  during  the  last  tlii-ee  ye;,:s.  The  latter 
would,  therefore,  appear  to  be  the  truer  Cost  Barometer,  having 
regard  to  all  changing  circumstances. 

The  frequency  of  emptyings  decreased  slightly  during  the 
year,  which  mainly  resulted  from  the  total  suspension  of  refuse 
collection  for  nine  days,  on  account  of  the  heavy  snowfall  whicli 
occui'i'ed  during  the  latter  part  of  .January. 

Ex])erimental  collection  was  made  of  refuse  from  the  Church 
U.D.C.,  by  the  employment  of  one  motor  vehicle,  which  brought 
all  the  stuff  collected  to  our  own  Disposal  Works.  Refuse  from 
the  1,750  premises  was  I'enioved  in  two  and  a half  days  at  a cost 
which  it  was  felt  was  highly  satisfactory.  The  proposed  combined 
charge  for  lomoval  and  disposal  of  refuse  from  Church  was  later 
tui'iied  down  by  that  authoritv. 


COLLECTION  EXPENDITURE. 


(boss  Expenditure 
Cross  Income  


Net  Cost 


4862  4806  4796  4885  4915 


s.  d.  s.  d.  s.  (1.  s.  d.  s.  d. 
Net  Cos!  ])er  ton  ....  8 5.5  8 4.5  9 11.1  Id  2,1  10  10.7 

..  ..  1,000 


l)opula(ion  tl06  1'106  tl20  tl28  tl25 
1 .000 


l)remisos  £881  £828  £857  £861  £861 


DISPOSAL. 


Tlie  nett  cost  of  refuse  disposal  for  the  year  sliowed  a decrease 
of  t741  on  tlie  j)i-evions  year’s  working,  which  was  chiefly 
attributable  to  the  expiration  of  a loan  charge.  Salvage  activities 
had  not  been  fully  developed,  although  income  from  waste  paper 
r.nd  scrap  metal  showed  increases  of  tlBl  and  ies])ectively 

on  the  ])ievious  yeai’’s  receipts.  'I'his  was  offset,  howex'er,  by  -i 
decrease  in  the  sale  of  moitar,  amounting  to  over  t40l). 

DISPOSAL  EXPENDITURE. 


10B5-B6 

1036-37 

1037-38 

1038-30 

1030-40 

£• 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

( li'oss  Exiienditnre  

6606 

6375 

6323 

6185 

5458 

dross  Income  

,B790 

3546 

4207 

3 1 58 

3172 

Net  dost  

. 2816 

2820 

2116 

.3027 

2286 

!.  d. 

S.  (1. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

Net  Cost  per  ton  

I )epreci;ition  or  loan 

5 6.0 

-1  4,6 

6 3.7 

5 0.8 

charges  per  ton 

3 6.0 

3 5.2 

3 6.0 

3 6.2 

1 0.7 

Xet  Cost  of  working 

j)lant,  per  ton  of 
refuse,  oxclnding 
depreciation  or  loan 
charges  

1 11.,') 

2 0.8 

0 0.7 

2 0.5 

3 3.1 

Xet  Cost  ])cr  1.000 

popidation 
,,  .,  1.000 

t6t) 

£70 

£.53 

l;76 

e.58 

premises 

t2M 

e212 

tl57 

1223 

ei()8 

XOd’E. — f'hai’ges  for  snper.innnation  and  holirlays  with 
pay  are  included  in  all  cases. 


SALES. 


YEAR  ENDED  31st  MARCH,  1940. 


k 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Papei-  

236 

3 

1 

Scrap  Metal  

344 

9 

6 

Sundries  .' 

15 

6 



37 

6 

10 

Mortar  

1296 

3 

4 

(xlass  

10 

0 

Fish  Offal  

1 

0 

1859 

9 

3 

Calorific  Power  

800 

0 

0 

£2659 

9 

3 

*This  figure  is  considerably  less  than  the  totals  of  gross  income  in 
the  tables  which  follow,  as  certain  amounts  for  inter- 
departmental charges,  and  transfers  for  destroying  refuse  and 
use  of  vehicles  are  here  omitted. 

STREET  CLEANSING. 

The  following  figures  give  the  net  cost  of  street  cleansing  for 
the  past  five  years  : — 

1935-36  1936-37  1937-3H  1938-39  1939-49 

■£  t t t t 

3,288  3.367  3,417  3.292  3.412 

Whilst  street  sweeping  and  gully  cleansing  costs  remaim-d 
lairly  constant  the  Department  had  to  deal  with  one  of  the  most 
severe  snowfalls  in  its  exj^erience.  The  nett  cost  of  snow  removal 
and  the  salting  o!  the  roads  for  the  last  twelve  months  amounted 
I.)  t'2,422  or  e(]uivaleut  to  a 2Jd.  rate.  Details  of  this  cost  are 
as  follow ; — 
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£ 

W;)gcs  1183 

Transport  06H 

8alt  671 


Of  tlie  cost  of  tl,?')!  foi-  wages  and  transjiort,  £1,308  was 
expended  following  the  heavy  snowfall  which  occurred  dining  the 
last  week  of  dannarv.  In  addition  to  the  extensive  use  of  the 
snow  plough  on  main  and  secondary  roads,  gangs  of  men  were 
engaged  in  snow  cutting  on  impoidant  District  Hoads. 

Snow  cutting  and  clearing  referred  to : — 


Main  Hoads  (’lass  1 816 

Main  Hoads  ('lass  11 33 

Secondary  Roads  80 

District  Roads,  inchiding  hack  streets 310 

Salting  road  surfaces  60 


1,508 


DECONTAMINATION. 

Koity-Hve  of  the  Dc])artment ’s  men  are  members  of  the 
Decontamination  Service,  and  all  were  trained  in  decontamination 
work  during  the  year.  'I’he  authority  has  four  squads  of  seven 
men  each  and  the  remainder  act  as  i-eserves  and  dressers,  etc. 
d’wo  of  the  four  vehicles  in  use  foi-  the  Cleansing  Services  can  he 
ada])ted  as  water  cari-ying  vehicles,  and  fe.atnre  ])umj)s  necessary 
for  the  a])plication  of  water  at  pressure  to  road  surfaces. 

Long  before  this  report  appears  in  print  another  working  year 
will  have  come  to  a close.  Seven  months  overdue,  this  report 
will  lose  much  of  its  usefulness,  yet  for  purposes  of  I'ecords  in 
handy  form,  and  exchange  with  other  .^uthoi'ities,  it  is  felt  that 
cfimpilation  is  well  worth  while.  Dela,\  in  this  ca.se  mei'ely  reflects 
increased  activities,  anrl  high  pressure  conditions. 
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In  cuiiclusion  my  thanks  are  due  to  tlie  (,'hairrnan,  Viee- 
Chairman,  members  of  the  Health  and  Cleansing  Committee,  the 
Town  Clerk  and  other  colleague  officials,  along  with  all  membeis 
of  the  staff,  and  employees,  tor  much  encouragement  and  assist- 
ance during  the  year. 

I am, 

Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

.1.  A.  HTNDLE, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION  SUB-COMMITTEE. 


THE  MAYUK,  Ex-offieio. 

Chairman:  COUNCILLOK  HIEDLE  (Ylissj. 

Mr.  ALDEEMAN  ELLJS. 

,,  EAWSOiNh 

,,  TETLOW. 

,,  ,,  WADDINGTON. 

,,  ,,  WILKINSON  (A). 

COUNCILLOE  AENETT. 

,,  ,,  CAMPBELL. 

,,  ,,  .JOHNSON  (E.A.). 

,,  ,,  MILLS. 

,,  ,,  MOOEHOUSE. 

,,  PILKINGTON. 

,,  ,,  SMITH. 

YATES. 

Miss  CEANKSTTAW.  Mr.  F.  HAYES.  Mr.  ,1.  HEATON. 
Eev.  Father  McAVOY.  Mr.  C.  D.  PIEECE.  Miss  WOESJ.EY 


DIEECTOE  OF  EDUCATION 


W.  ,T.  HOWELL.  M.A 


School  Mkdical  Officer  ; 

JOHN  D.  KERSHAW, 

M.D.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 
Deputy  School  Medical  Officer  : 
JOSEPH  T.  BROWN, 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
Resigiu*(l  Si‘])tfinlK‘r.  1080. 

.MARIE  S.  Sr'rilEHEAND, 
M.B.,  (’h.B..  D.P.H. 
Ajipointed  Septeniher,  1080. 

School  Nurses  : 


Miss  C.  GREENHALGH. 

(a.) 

(b.) 

Miss  M.  H.  McPHERSON. 

(a.) 

(b.) 

YIiss  M.  M.  PEACOCK. 

(a.) 

(b.)  (c.t 

Resigned  September,  1080. 

Miss  R.  A.  HARTLEY. 

(a.) 

(b.)  (c.) 

.\]')poiiUed  April,  1080. 

.Miss  P.  P.  COCSIN. 

(a.) 

(b.)  (e.) 

A])])ointed  November,  1980. 

Secretary  to  School  Medical  Officer  : 

Miss  E.  BILSBORROW. 

Clerks : 

Miss  B.  RILEY. 

Miss  M.  WHALl.EY. 

( 'o.\sui.Ti.v(j  Ophthai,mic  .\ni)  Aural  Suroeo.n  : 

Dr.  J.  S.  GEDDIE.  (Part-time) 

School  Dental  Officer: 

Mr.  F.  LOMAX,  L.D.S. 

Dental  Attendant : 

.Miss  .Y.  BR.\  DSII.AW.  Resigned  September.  1080. 
.Miss  .M.  WATSON.  Ai)f)ointed  Seplember.  1080. 
Physical  Training  Organiser: 

K.  STAGG.  (Pait-time). 

Speech  'I’herapist  : 

Miss  E.  BBADY.  (I'arMime). 

(a.)  Trained  Nurse.  (b.)  S.C.M.  Certitieufe, 

(c.j  Health  Visitor’s  Certificate. 
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School  Medical  Service. 


In  order  to  save  time  and  paper  it  is  proposed,  in  tlie 
Scliool  Medical  Service  Report  to  allow  the  abbreviated  tables  to 
speak  for  themselves  as  far  as  possible  and  to  comment  only  when 
there  is  some  feature  of  interest,  some  abnonnality  or  some  change 
oi'  innoA'ation. 

1 School  Medical  Inspection. 

Normal  activity  was  maintained  u])  to  the  outbreak  oi 
war.  Thereafter,  to  cope  with  disorganisation  of  schools  and  the 
rcce])tion  of  evacuees,  routine  inspection  of  the  intermediate  ar,d 
leaver  age-groups  was  suspended,  while  re-inspections  and  speci-l 
inspections  were  made  much  more  frequently.  The  collapse  of 
the  evacuation  scheme  early  in  11)40  jiermitted  a return  t-> 
normality,  but  during  the  ])eriod  in  which  the  modified  scheme 
operated  ascertainment  of  defects  was  satisfactorily  maintained. 

■2.  Nutrition  Surveys. 

S])ecial  nutrition  surveys  were  begun  during  the  year  but 
had  to  be  abandoned  on  the  outbreak  of  war.  Until  they  are 
I'csumed.  I'eliance  will  have  to  he  ])laced  on  the  reference  b' 
teachers  for  s])ccial  insiiection  of  children  whose  nutrition  !s 
suspected  to  be  subnoi-mal. 

b Treatment  of  Defects. 

a.  Ear,  nose  and  throat  defects. 

The  use  of  silver  proleinate  ]iacks  in  the  tre.-itment  -4 
catarrhal  conditions  of  the  naso-]diarynx  was  continued,  again 
with  gratifying  ivsults.  It  caimot.  of  course,  replace  tonsillectomv 
in  Ciis('s  in  which  that  o])cration  is  definitely  indicated,  but  it 
(ioes  .npjiear  to  give  marked  and  jiermanent  relief  of  several  of 
the  symptom.s  which  wi-re  formally  n'guu-ded  as  infallible 
indications  for  o])eration. 
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The  operation  figures  for  the  year  are  unduly  low.  This 
f.iet  is  due  to  the  difficulties  experienced  by  the  Victoria  Hospital 
in  providing  facilities  under  emergency  conditions. 

b.  Speech  Defects. 

The  Speech  Therapist  ajipointed  jointly  by  Accrington, 
Darwen  and  Rawtenstall  began  work  at  the  end  of  August,  1939. 
Pier  work  had  to  be  carried  on  undei'  abnormal  conditions  which 
involved  the  decentralisation  of  hei-  clinics  and  their  establishment 
in  schools.  Xatnrally,  a mere  four  months’  worlc  on  cases  whicli 
had  never  before  had  treatment  cannot  be  justly  assessed,  but 
l)y  the  end  of  the  year  almost  all  the  cases  under  treatment  were 
showing  improvement.  l)uring  1940  the  work  has  continued  and 
the  report  for  1940  will  deal  witli  it  at  somewhat  greater  length. 
It  is  sufficient  here  to  mention  two  points;  first  tluit  during  1940 
every  case  admitted  has  made  .some  progress  and  several  complete 
cures  have  been  effected,  and.  second,  that,  as  I forecast  some 
years  ago,  the  establisliment  of  a speecli  clinic  and  the  fact  that 
cures  were  taking  place  there  has  led  to  the  notification  of 
considerably  more  cases  than  can  at  present  he  dealt  with. 

c.  Chaigley  Manor. 

Quite  understandably,  parents  had  no  desire  to  allow  their 
children  to  leave  home  during  the  chaotic  conditions  of  the  early 
months  of  the  war,  so  that  the  t’haigley  i\Ianor  Convalescent  Home 
emptied  spontaneously  in  Se])tembei-  and  was  not  able  to  come 
into  full  use  again  until  the  spring  of  1940.  During  the  first  8 
months  of  19.39,  however,  it  continued  its  usual  valuable  work. 

d.  Provision  of  Meals. 

On  October  30th,  1939,  the  meals  centre  at  Rt.  James’ 
School  was  opened.  This  superseded  the  previous  arrangements  foi’ 
the  service  of  meals  in  private  establishments  except  in  the  isolated 
Green  Haworth  district,  where  curtailment  of  an  already  infrequent 
transport  service  made  it  impossible  for  the  children  to  attend  the 
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main  centre.  Thus,  at  last,  it  was  possible  for  cliildren  to  liave 
satisfactory  meals  sei  ved  in  pleasant  surroundings  and  the  benefit 
was  immediate  and  obvious. 

Should  general  economic  circumstances  improve  it  is  likely 
that  the  number  of  children  in  receipt  of  free  meals  will  diminish, 
but  it  will  undoubtedly  become  necessary  later  to  consider  the 
supply  of  meals  for  payment  in  cases  where  the  absence  of  parent.s 
on  war  work  makes  home  cooking  difficult  or  impossible. 

e.  Child  Guidance. 

Unfortunately,  the  1938  crisis  and  the  subsequent  intensifi- 
cation of  A.K.P.  preparations  caused  the  Child  Uuidance  Clinic 
scheme  mentioned  in  the  i-ejDort  for  that  year  to  be  temporarily 
shelved.  The  outbreak  of  war  pi  evented  any  moves  in  that 
direction  during  1939,  but  in  1940  the  .scheme  was  revived  and 
it  will  definitely  come  into  operation  in  1941. 
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The  Evacuation  Scheme  and  its  Effect 
upon  the  School  Medical  Service. 


The  outbreak  of  war  brouglit  tiie  evacuation  of  some  2,400 
children  from  Salford  schools  to  billets  in  Accrington,  lieceptiou 
arrangements  worked  smoothly  and  il  was  possible,  with  the 
generous  assistance  of  local  medical  men,  to  arrange  for  each 
child  on  arrival  to  have  a brief  medical  inspection  at  which  obvious 
signs  of  infections  or  other  disease  or  obvious  defects  could  be 
detected.  It  was  probably  owing  to  this  that  the  spread  of 
infectious  disease  and  of  vermin  so  hitterly  complained  of  in  other 
districts  did  not  take  place  here.  A scheme  for  the  domiciliarx 
medical  treatment  of  evacuees  was  put  into  immediate  o])eiation, 
leaflets  giving  particulai's  thereof  being  distributed  to  receiving 
householders  simultaneously  with  the  arrival  of  the  children.  At 
the  .same  time,  by  a “gentlemen’s  agreement”  it  was  arranged 
that  in  order  to  lessen  the  burden  on  i)rivate  practitioners  minor 
ailments  and  such  skin  conditions  as  impetigo  among  the  evacuees 
should  be  treated  at  the  school  clinic. 

Clinic  .se.s.sions  for  in.s])eclion  and  treatment,  instead  of 
being  held  once  daily,  were  held  l)oth  morning  and  afternoon,  one 
period  being  reserved  for  native  children  and  one  for  evacuees. 
Teachers  of  the  evacuated  schools  were  iiiformed  that  all  the 
Accrington  treatment  facilities  would  he  at  their  disposal  and  the 
services  of  a full-time  school  nurse  and  a part-time  Medical  Officer 
and  Dental  Officer,  loaned  by  the  Salford  Authoi'ity  shortly  altei' 
the  outbreak  of  war  made  it  possible  for  such  complete  service 
t(/  be  given.  As  mentioned  elsewhere,  the  “two-shift”  system 
in  schools  and  the  irregular  demands  on  tiu'  time  ol  the  stall 
eausefl  a temporary  ai)andomuent  of  routiiu'  medical  ins])ection 
of  l)oth  Accringlou  and  Sahoial  cdiildreif,  in  lavf)ur  ol  a more 
intensive  system  of  ins[)ection  clinics  and  re-iusjiections. 
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The  gradual  return  home  of  the  evacuees,  with  the  complete 
colhi])se  of  evacuation  after  the  Christmas  holidays,  made  these 
radical  modifications  umiecessai’v  after  tliey  had  been  in  o]>eration 
for  four  months. 

It  may,  in  genei’al,  be  said  that  the  school  medical  service 
stood  u])  to  the  strain  satisfactorily.  For  this  it  was  in  no  small 
degree  indebted  to  the  foster-parents  of  the  evacuees,  who  cared 
for  them,  in  the  great  majorit}'  of  cases,  as  well  as  they  did  or 
would  have  done  for  their  own  children  and  who  co-operated  with 
the  medical  services  even  in  such  laboi'ious  and  distasteful  work 
as  the  elimination  of  vermin.  To  save  them  as  much  trouble  is 
])ossible,  the  school  nurses  were  instructed  to  proceed  with  the 
cleansing  of  evacuees  found  to  be  veiniiuous.  but  the  effect  of 
tills  could  not  have  been  lasting  without  the  hel])  of  the  foster- 
parents. 

Enuresis,  as  was  only  to  be  expected,  was  one  of  the  great 
hughears,  but  was,  in  many  cases,  very  shortlived.  Other  defect- 
and  diseases  were  not  unduly  frecjueut.  having  regard  to  the  fact 
that  evacuation  took  ])lace  at  the  end  of  a school  holiday,  when 
the  children  had  been  without  school  or  clinic  sujjcrvision  fur 
almost  a month. 

Certain  immedi.ite  difficulties  in  billetting.  which  arose  from 
the  fact  that  some  of  the  voluntary  workers  who  earmarked  the 
billets  were  not  sufficiently  conversant  with  the  social  conditions 
of  ceidain  ]iarts  of  the  town,  caused  annoyance  and  trouble  in  the 
early  days  of  the  evacuation,  hut  were  later  eliminated  by  the 
more  careful  surveying  of  the  less  satisfactory  billets.  The  fact 
that  only  some  00%  of  the  evacuei.'s  cx])ecled  actually  arrived 
gave  a surplus  of  potential  l)illels,  so  that  transfers,  where  desir- 
able, wei-e  effected  with  a minimum  of  difficulty. 
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Dental  Report. 


Dental  Clinic, 


Municipal  Health  Centre, 


Accrington. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Accrington  Education  Committee. 


Ladies  and  (ientlenien. 


I beg  to  submit  iny  twelfth  annual  i'e])ort  as  your  Dental 
(JfHcer.  This  reviews  the  worh  cari-ied  out  by  the  Dental  IService 
during  the  twelve  months  ended  31st  Decembei',  1989. 

The  opening  of  the  Municiiial  Health  Centre  incorj)orating 
a Wi.d!  euui|)ped  dental  de])artmeiit  was  naturally  a source  of  great 
gratification  t(j  me.  Your  resolve  to  ecpiip  on  absolutely  modeiii 
lines  and  spare  no  rea.sonable  expense  will  undoubtedly  prove  to 
be  very  wise  and  far  seeing,  es))ecially  having  regard  ic)  the  subse- 
quent outbreak  of  wai-.  The  cost  of  dental  equipment  has  already 
shown  a sharp  lise  and  if  hostilities  are  at  all  prolonged  it  is  quite 
prcjbable  that  considerable  difficulty  and  delay  may  be  experienced 
in  obtaining  re([uirements. 

School  Children. 

Allluaigh  more  than  ’J.OOO  school  children  were  evacuated 
to  this  area  fi’om  Salford  in  early  Se))tembei',  I am  glad  that  we 
were  able  to  av(jid  an\  undue  interferimce  with  the  noinial  service 
of  the  .\ccrington  children.  l'’ort unafely  the  School  Dental  Offici'i- 
allocated  to  this  bf)rough  by  the  Salforil  .Authority  was  able  to 
utilise  the  premise's  in  Willow  Stieet,  previously  used  as  a Denial 
(dinic.  'I’lms  the  two  services  were  able  to  lunction  without 
interfering  one  with  the  other. 


>■ 
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Eacli  scliool  in  the  borough  was  visited  twice  during  the 
year  in  order  to  carry  out  dental  inspections.  58  half  days  were 
devoted  to  these  iouti)ie  insj)ections  and  all  age  grouj)s  were 
included.  The  teeth  of  7,480  children  were  examined,  an  average 
of  129  insi:)ected  per  session.  288  special  cases  were  also  inspected 
at  the  Dental  Clinic,  making  a grand  total  of  7.768  children 
inspected. 

As  a result  of  these  inspections  it  was  found  necessary  Tvj 
I'eter  4,061  children  for  dental  treatment.  This  represents  52.2% 
of  the  total  number  inspected. 

The  respective  jtarents  of  children  in  need  of  attention  were 
notified  and  the  necessai'y  treatment  was  offered  at  the  Dental 
Clinic.  This  was  accepted  in  2,021  cases  or  49.76%  of  tire  total 
number  requiring  treatment.  Children  not  receiving  treatment 
owing  to  absenteeism  are  not  included  in  this  record.  A second 
ap])ointment  is  always  arranged  for  absentees  and  full  advantage 
is  taken  in  most  instances.  A difficulty  not  previously  experienced 
was  occasioned  by  the  half-time  system  of  attendance  which 
])i'evailed  for  a time  at  some  of  the  schools.  The  number  absent 
was  particularly  high — in  some  cases  50% — amongst  children 
notified  to  attend  the  Clinic  outside  their  school  hours.  AlthougJi 
Head  Teachers  issued  special  warnings  to  the  children  at  my 
request,  the  nurnl)er  of  absentees  continued  to  remain  much  above 
normal. 


Children  treated  at  the  Clinic  made  a total  of  2,529  attend- 
ances during  835  half  days  devoted  to  carrying  out  treatment. 
The  exti'actions  pei'formed  totalled  1,814  and  consisted  of  1,538 
temporary  and  281  ])ei’inanent  teeth.  In  5(59  cases  the  necessary 
teeth  were  exti’acted  under  gas  administered  by  the  Assistant 
Aledical  OHicei'. 

Considering  now  conservative  treatment  we  find  that  fillings 
wei'e  coni))leted  in  708  permanent  and  20  tinnimr.irv  teeth,  a total 
of  728  fillings.  Although  the  number  of  permanent  teeth  tille-.l 


fluring  the  ye:ir  is  approxiuuitely  two  and  a lialf  times  tlic  numhor 
of  permanent  teeth  extracted,  tlio  proportion  in  favour  of  consei- 
vation  should  he  much  Iiigher.  In  the  vast  majoritv  of  extractions 
tliese  teeth  have  been  deliberately  lost  because  of  lefusal  to  acce])t 
conservative  treatment  when  ])reviously  notified. 

Nursing,  Expectant  Mothers,  and  Pre-School  Children. 

During  the  year  under  review  12  Mothers  made  a total  of  2d 
attendances  for  treatment.  A general  amesthetic  was  administered 
on  19  occasions  and  152  teeth  weie  extracted.  4 Motheis  were 
supplied  with  dentures  by  private  practitioners  resident  in  the 
borough.  In  each  case  the  Mother  was  allowed  free  choice  of 
Dentist.  The  fee  paid  was  in  accordance  with  the  National  Health 
Insurance  rate  and  all  dentures  were  inspected  by  the  Dental 
(Officer  before  sanction  for  payment  was  giveii. 

18  Pre-School  children  received  dental  attention  in  the 
course  of  the  year.  10  administiations  of  gas  were  given  and  18 
teeth  extracted.  1 temporary  tooth  was  filled  and  12  othei' 
operations  were  also  performed. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Medical  Officer  for 
his  support.  To  the  Dii’ector  of  Education  and  the  Head  Teacheis 
.T  am  also  under  obligation  for  their  co-operation. 

In  conclusion.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  I desire  to  express 
my  sincere  thanks  for  your  kindness  and  consideration. 

I am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

FEED  LOMAX, 

Dental  Officer. 
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APPENDIX. 

Statistical  Tables  in  respect  of  the  Eoutine  Inspection  of 
Elementary  Schools,  carried  out  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1939. 

TABLE  I. — Return  of  Medical  Inspections. 

A. — Routine  Medical  Inspections. 

Number  of  Inspections  in  the  iirescribed  Groups: 

Entrants  387 

Second  Age  Group  3*1*') 

Third  Age  Group  617 

Total 1,350 

Nuinher  of  other  Rmitiuc  Inspections  — 

Grand  Total 1,350 

B. — Other  Inspections. 


Number  of  Special  Inspections  and  Re-Inspections 


3,030 
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TABLE  II, 


B.— Classification  of  the  Nutrition  of  Children  inspected  during 
the  Year  in  the  Routine  Age  Groups. 


Age-groups 

Number  of 

Children  ( l'■x^•ellrnt) 

B 

(Xorninl) 

C 

(Slightly 

subnormal) 

D 

(Bad) 

Inspected  — 

Nu.  % 

, No. 

% 

No.  % 

6 

Z 

Entrants  

284 

2B7 

94 

17 

() 

Second  Age-group 

32(5 

294 

90 

32 

10 

- 

- 

Third  Age-group  .. 

338 

321 

95 

17 

5 

- 

- 

Other  Routine 

Inspections... 

1 

1 

Total 

948  - ' - 

■| 

882 

93 

()() 

7 

- 

- 
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TABLE  IV. — Return  of  Defects  treated  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1939. 

TREATMENT  TABLE. 


Group  I. — Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness,  for  which 

see  Group  VI.) 


Disease  or  Defect. 
(1) 

Number  of  Defects  treated,  or 
under  treatment  during  the  year. 

Under  the 
Authority ’s 
Scheme. 

(2) 

(Itherwise. 

(8) 

Total. 

(•i) 

Skin. 

Eingworm  (Scalp) : 

(i)  X-Ray  Treatment 

— 

— 

— 

(ii)  Other  Treatment.. 

— 

— 

— 

Eingworm  (Body)  

1 

— 

1 

Scabies  

13 

— 

13 

Impetigo  

121 

— 

121 

Other  skin  disease 

133 

— 

133 

Minor  Eye  Defects 

1 

64 

64 

(External  and  other,  but 

excluding  cases  falling  in 

Group  II.) 

Minor  Ear  Defects  

113 

— 

113 

Miscellaneous 

395 

3 

398 

(e.g.,  minor  injuries. 

j 

bruises,  sores,  chil- 

blains,  etc.) 

Total 

840 

3 

843 
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TABLE  IV. — Continued 

tJROfi’  11. — Dkfkctive  Vision-  and  Squint  (excluding  Minor  Eye 
Defects  treated  as  INlinor  Ailments — Group  1.) 


No.  of  Defects  dealt  with. 


Defect  or  Disease. 
(1) 

Under  the 
Authority ’s 
Scheme. 
(2) 

Otherwise. 

(3) 

Total. 

(4) 

Errors  of  liefraction  (includ- 
ing squint)  

270 

8 

278 

(Operations  for  squint 
should  be  recorded  separ- 
ately in  the  body  of  the 
School  Medical  Officer’s 
Report) . 

Other  Defect  or  Disease  of  the 
Eyes  (excluding  those  re- 
recorded in  Group  I)  

2 

2 

Total 

270 

10 

280 

Number  of  children  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescriiied : — 

(i)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  

(iij  Otherwise  


Total 

Number  of  children  for  whom  spectacles  were  obtained  : 

(i)  Under  the  Aulborily’s  Scheme 

. o 

(ii)  Otiiei’wise  


56 


TABLE  IV. — Continued. 


(liM)ui'  JII. — TreaTxMExt  of  Defects  of  Nose  a.nd  Throat. 


Number  of  Defects. 


Received  Operative  Treatment 


Under  tlte 
Authority’s  Scheme, 
in  Clinic  or 
Hospital. 

By  Private  Practi- 
tioner or  Ho.spital. 

apart  from  the 
Autliority’s  Scheme. 

Total.  * -S 

c 

(D 

(2) 

(3)  (4) 

(i) 

(ii) 

fiii)  (iv) 

(') 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(i)  (ii) 

(iii ) ! < iv 

- 

- 

18  , - 

- 

- 

4 

- 

2'2  ; — — '22 

(i)  Tonsils  only.  (ii)  Adenoids  only.  (iii)  Tonsils  and  adenoids 
(iv)  Other  defects  of  tlie  nose  and  throat. 
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H d £ 
C 


CD 

— f 


i .5 
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TABLE  V. 


Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 


1 — Number  of  children  who  were  : — 


(i)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist ; 


Routine  Age  Groups 


Specials 


Aged 


to  5 

...  1091 

6 

...  669 

7 

...  795 

8 

...  845 

9 

...  873 

10 

...  919 

11 

...  807 

12 

...  729 

13 

...  661 

14 

...  91 

Total  7,4SO 


283 


Grand  Total 7,763 


2 —  Number  found  to  require  treatment  

3 —  Number  actually  treated  

4 —  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment 

5 —  Half-days  devoted  to  : — 


4,061 

2,021 

2.520 


Treatment  

58  1 

Inspection  

335  j Total  

393 

•Fillings : — 

Permanent  Teeth  

708  1 

Temporary  Teeth  

20  \ Total  

728 

■Extractions : — 

Permanent  Teeth  

281  1 

Temporary  Teeth  

1553  j Total  

18M 

•Administrations  of  general 

amesthetics  for  extractions... 

569 

■Other  Operations ; — 

Permanent  

256  1 

'J’emporary  Teeth  .... 

15-1  ^ Total  

41(1 
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TABLE  VI. 

Group  VI. — Uncleanliness  and  Verminous  Conditions. 


1 —  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the 

yeai-  by  School  Nurses  3 

2 —  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  Schools 

by  School  Nurses  6,446 

3 —  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  310 

4 —  Number  of  children  cleansed  under  arrangements  made 

by  the  Local  Education  Authority 64 

5 —  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken : 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  Nil. 

Under  School  Attendance  Byelaws  Nil 


L 
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